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A Report workshop on   

 “ETHICAL SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING: STRATEGIES FOR AVOIDING PREDATORY JOURNALS” 

Organized by 

R & D Cell, BLDE (DU) in collaboration with Central Library, BLDE (DU). 

 

Date: 21/5/2024                                   Venue: Conference Hall, Trauma Centre. 

Participants: Faculties & PG Students 
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The workshop on “ETHICAL SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING: STRATEGIES FOR AVOIDING PREDATORY 

JOURNALS” began with welcoming to all the dignitaries and participants by Dr.Prasannakumar, Librarian, 

BLDE (DU). Dr. M.M.Patil, Director R & D Cell introduced the resource person Dr. B.T.Sampath Kumar, 

Chairman & Professor, DLISc, Tumukuru University. Also sir has expressed the view on Predatory journals are 

publications that charge high fees for submission and publication, but do not follow standard scientific 

publishing practices.  

 

The resource person started the session to all the faculties and PGs about the strategies for avoiding 

predatory journal. He covered the content as below mentioned: 

 

Content of the session: 

• What is scholarly publishing? 

• Selection of scholarly journals: How and Why? 

• What are Predatory journals? 

• What are the salient features of Predatory journals? 

• Research visibility: What & How? 

 

We are lagging: Why?: 

• Failed to identify and publish research papers  in scholarly journals 

• Publishing articles in predatory journals 

• Failed to enhance the visibility of articles 

Role of a Researcher: 

• The role of a researcher 

– Focus on quality research 

– Publish articles in scholarly journals. 

– Promote/Publicise/ Advertise articles in various platforms 

But 

• Failed  to 

http://www.bldedu.ac.in/


 
BLDE  

(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY) 
Declared as Deemed to be University u/s 3 of UGC Act, 1956 

Accredited with ‘A’ Grade by NAAC (Cycle-2) 

The Constituent College 

SHRI B. M. PATIL MEDICAL COLLEGE, HOSPITAL & RESEARCH CENTRE, VIJAYAPURA 

Smt. Bangaramma Sajjan Campus, B. M. Patil Road (Sholapur Road), Vijayapura - 586103, Karnataka, India. 
BLDE (DU): Phone: +918352-262770, Fax: +918352-263303, Website: www.bldedu.ac.in, E-mail:office@bldedu.ac.in 

College: Phone: +918352-262770, Fax: +918352-263019, E-mail: bmpmc.principal@bldedu.ac.in 
 

• Select suitable scholarly journals 

• Promote research content in ASNS 

Scholarly journals: 

• These journals have an editorial board of subject experts who 

– Review 

– Evaluate  

– Fine tune 

– Comment on the submitted articles  

– Helps to improve the quality of the research paper before accepting it for publication.  

Scholarly journal: How do I find it? 

• Peer reviewed journals. 

• Journals with high impact factor. 

• Journals indexed in citation databases: 

– Scopus 

– Web of Science 

– Google Scholar etc., 

– UGC care list 

Peer review: 

Single-blind peer review 

• The identity of the reviewer is anonymous, but the author's name and affiliation are on the paper. 

Double blind review 

• The reviewers of the paper won't get to know the identity of the author(s), and the author(s) won't get to 

know the identity of the reviewer. 

Triple blind review 

• Here, not only are authors and reviewers blind to each other's identities but where editors are 

also blind to the identity of both. 

 

Scholarly journal: Why should you choose? 

• Increase the research visibility  

http://www.bldedu.ac.in/
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• Increases your visibility of publications 

• Process of making the research findings visible to the scholarly community 

• To get more citations. 

Predatory journals: 

• Predatory journals are open-access medical journals that publish articles online with no peer review, low 

academic standards, and little credibility. 

– Fraudulent 

– Deceptive 

– Pseudo/junk/low-rated /substandard journals 

Why Predatory journals are threat? 

 

• There are about 15,000+ predatory journals 

• 4,20,000+ articles were published in 8,000 predatory journals in 2014 

• In 2023, 7,87,000+ articles were published  

• Authors paid money for publishing articles. 

The bad news: 

• India’s misconduct-related retraction rate is very high 

• Research Scholars started to publish more papers in predatory journals. 

• The UGC has removed more than 4,500+ journals on that are either predatory or low quality. 

• The publishers do not follow the proper academic standards for publishing.   

• In contrast, high quality academic journals take longer to publish articles because they go through a 

proper peer review.  

 

Typical signs of predatory journals: 

• More advertisement 

• “International journal of …..”  

• Sending emails to the author to submit the articles 

• Demand for article processing fee 

• No editorial board. 

http://www.bldedu.ac.in/
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Typical signs of predatory journals: 

• The website contains spelling and grammar errors 

• Manuscripts are requested to be submitted via email 

• The contact email address is non-professional and non-journal affiliated (e.g., @gmail.com or 

@yahoo.com) 

• There is no retraction policy 

• Rapid publication is promised 

• Imitating journal titles by slightly changing the words,  

• Demanding high APCs after accepting the article, 

• Non-existent editorial board members 

• Fake impact factors and  

• Claiming their journals are indexed in reputed databases 

 

Hijacked Journals: 

• A list of hijacked journals has been created by a librarian, Jeffrey Beall (https://beallslist.net/hijacked-

journals/).  

• Sometimes someone will create a website that pretends to be the website of a legitimate scholarly journal 
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https://beallslist.net/hijacked-journals/
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Misleading metrics: 

• Misleading metrics was created by a librarian Jeffrey Beall.  

• This is a list of questionable companies that purport to provide valid scholarly metrics at the researcher, 

article, or journal level 

• CiteFactor (https://www.citefactor.org/) 

• General Impact Factor (http://generalimpactfactor.com/index.php) 

• International Journal Impact Factor (IJIF) 

• Journal Impact Factor (http://jifactor.org/) 

• Journal Influence Factor (http://journalsmetrics.com/journal_influence_factor) 

Source: https://beallslist.net/misleading-metrics 

 

Before publishing articles, you need to think… 

• Do you/your colleagues know the journal? 

• Have you read any articles in the journal before?  

• Name of the journal: the name is unique; it is not the same or easily confused with another journal.  

Who is the publisher? 

• Can you easily identify and contact the publisher? 

• Is the publisher’s name clearly displayed on the journal website?  

• Can you contact the publisher by telephone, email, and post?  

What is the Prereview process? 

 

• Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses? 

• Does the website mention whether the process involves independent/external reviewers, how many 

reviewers per paper? 

• The journal doesn’t guarantee acceptance or a very short peer review time. 

Research Visibility: 

• How well the scholarly articles of a researcher are visible to the scholarly community. 

• To what extent the research articles are noticed by the research community in the scholarly world.  

• If your research articles are visible and accessible to other, then: 

http://www.bldedu.ac.in/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Beall
http://www.citefactor.org/
http://generalimpactfactor.com/index.php
http://www.internationaljournalimpactfactor.com/
http://www.jifactor.com/
http://journalsmetrics.com/journal_influence_factor
https://beallslist.net/misleading-metrics
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• the chances of downloading/reading/citing will be very high  

• your own reputation and  

• success in your academic work.  

Publishing Vs Promoting: 

 

 

Academic Social Networking Sites: 

• Academia 

• ResearchGate 

• ResearchID 

• Penprofile 

• LinkedIn 

 

Social networking sites: 

• Share your articles in Social networking sites. 

– Facebook 

– WhatsApp 

– Twitter 

– YouTube 

– Blogs 
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The session wind up with the interactions about the publications in articles and doubt were cleared by the 

participants. 

 

The workshop summarized in short brief and vote of thanks to the Resource person & Participants & to the team 

of organizer by Dr.Chandrika Doddihal, Dy. Director R & D Cell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reported by: 

 

Dr.Nirmala G.  

Co-ordinator R & A 
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Dr. M. M. Patil 

Director R & D Cell 

 


