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Citrus limon 

Scientific classification  

 

Kingdom    : Plantae 

Clade          : Angiosperms 

Order          : Sapindales 

Family        : Rutaceae 

Genus         : Citrus 

Species       : C. limon 

 

 

 

 
 

Citrus limon 
 

DESCRIPTIN:  

The true lemon tree reaches 10 to 20 ft (3-6 m) in height and usually has 

sharp thorns on the twigs. The alternate leaves, reddish when young, become dark-

green above, light-green below; are oblong, elliptic or long-ovate, 2 1/2 to 4 1/2 in 

(6.25-11.25 cm) long, finely toothed, with slender wings on the petioles. The 

mildly fragrant flowers may be solitary or there may be 2 or more clustered in the 

leaf axils. Buds are reddish; the opened flowers have 4 or 5 petals 3/4 in (2 cm) 

long, white on the upper surface (inside), purplish beneath (outside), and 20-40 

more or less united stamens with yellow anthers. The fruit is oval with a nipple-

like protuberance at the apex; 2 3/4 to 4 3/4 in (7 -12 cm) long; the peel is usually 

light-yellow though some lemons are variegated with longitudinal stripes of green 

and yellow or white; it is aromatic, dotted with oil glands; 1/4 to 3/8 in (6-10 mm) 

thick; pulp is pale-yellow, in 8 to 10 segments, juicy, acid. Some fruits are 

seedless, most have a few seeds, elliptic or ovate, pointed, smooth, 3/8 in (9.5 mm) 

long, white inside. 

 MEDICINAL USES:  

The fruit, juice, and peel are used to make medicine. Lemon is used to treat 

scurvy, a condition caused by not having enough vitamin C. Lemon is also used 

for the common cold and flu, H1N1 (swine) flu, ringing in the ears (tinnitus), 

Meniere's disease, stomach upset and vomiting from pregnancy, and kidney stones. 
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