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Ficus religiosa

Scientific classification #

Kingdom : Plantae
Clade : Angiosperms
Order  : Rosales
Family : Moraceae
Genus : Ficus
Species : F. religiosa

Ficus religiosa

Description

Ficus religiosa is a large dry season-deciduous or semi-evergreen tree up to
30 metres (98 ft) tall and with atrunk diameter of up to 3 metres (9.8 ft).
The leaves are cordate in shape with a distinctive extended drip tip; they are 10-17
centimetres (3.9-6.7 in) long and 8-12 centimetres (3.1-4.7 in) broad, with a 6-10
centimetres (2.4-3.9 in) petiole. The fruits are small figs 1-1.5 centimetres (0.39—
0.59 in) in diameter, green ripening to purple.

F. religiosa has a very long lifespan, ranging on average between 900 and
1,500 years. In some of its native habitats, it has been reportedly found living for
over 3,000 years. Some trees have been reported to be more than 2,000 years old,
like theJaya Sri Maha Bodhi, a peepal tree in the ancient city
of Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka which is estimated to be more than 2,250 years old
and is regarded as the "Oldest historical tree in the world with religious
importance"

Uses

Ficus religiosa is used in traditional medicine for about fifty types of disorders
including asthma, diabetes, diarrhea, epilepsy, gastric problems, inflammatory
disorders, infectious and sexual disorders.

Prayer beads are made from the seeds of Ficus religiosa, considered sacred
because of the closeness to Buddha himself and his enlightenment. Farmers in
North India also cultivate it for its fig fruit.
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