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Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

Scientific classification.# ‘(

Kingdom : Plantae 1

Clade : Angiosperms

Order : Malvales

Family : Malvaceae

Subfamily : Malvoideae “

Tribe : Hibisceae e

Species : H. rosa-sinensis b e
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

Description

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis is a bushy, evergreen shrub or small tree growing 2.5-5m (8-
16 ft) tall and 1.5-3 m (5-10 ft) wide, with glossy leaves and solitary, brilliant red flowers in
summer and autumn. The 5-petaled flowers are 10 cm (4 in) in diameter, with prominent orange-
tipped red anthers.

The flowers are large, conspicuous, trumpet-shaped, with five petals and their colors can
be white to pink, red, orange, peach, and yellow or purple that are 4-18 cm broad. The flowers
from various cultivars and hybrids can be either a single flower or a double flower.At the bottom
of every hibiscus bud is the calyx which is green in color. The pointed ends of the calyx are the
sepals. When the hibiscus begins to bloom, the petals begin to grow which contains multiple
petals and multiple colors. The ovary and other female parts of the flower lie in the main
structure of the hibiscus, the pistil, which is long and tubular. The hibiscus has both male and
female parts on the same flower. The five hairy red spots on the top of the flower is
the stigma (female part) of the flower. The stigma is located at the end of the style branch. At the
top of the pistil is known as the stigma, where pollen is collected, and in the middle is the style,
which is the section that the pollen travels down to the ovary. The ovary lies at the bottom of the
blossom and the hibiscus has only one ovary which is superior.

Uses

The flowers of Hibiscus rosa-sinensis are edible and are used in salads in the Pacific
Islands. The flower is additionally used in hair care as a preparation. It is also used to shine shoes
in certain parts of India. It can also be used as a pH indicator. When used, the flower turns acidic
solutions to a dark pink or magenta color and basic solutions to green. It is also used for the
worship of Devi, and the red variety is especially prominent, having an important part in tantra.
In the Bengal area of eastern India, the red variety of this flower is used to worship Kali.
In Indonesia, these flowers are called "kembang sepatu”, which literally means "shoe flower". In

several countries the flowers are dried to use in a beverage, usually tea.
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